The title compound, C 8 H 12 N 4 O 2 , crystallized with two independent molecules in the asymmetric unit. The bonds lengths of the enamine moiety show strong conjugation in the N-C C system. In the crystal, the two independent molecules are linked by C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, forming zigzag chains along [101]. The chains are linked by further C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, forming layers parallel to the ac plane.
data reports Synthesis and crystallization
The title compound was synthesized from 1,4-dimethyl-5-nitro-1H-imidazole following a reported procedure (Hosmane et al., 1985) , illustrated in Fig. 3 , and crystallized from ethanol yielding dark-red prismatic crystals.
Refinement
Crystal data, data collection and structure refinement details are summarized in Table 2 . Bakulev, V. A., Efimov, I. V., Belyaev, N. A., Rozin, Yu. A., Volkova, N. N. & El'tsov, O. S. (2012) A view along the c axis of the crystal packing of the title compound. Hydrogen bonds are drawn as dashed lines (see Table 1 ), and H atoms not involved in these interactions have been omitted for clarity. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å ,  ) . A view of the molecular structure of the title compound, with atom labelling. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level. (Sheldrick, 2008) , SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) , Mercury (Macrae et al., 2008) , SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) , PLATON (Spek, 2009 ).
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